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Following the tragic events of 9-11, pundits, policymakers and the general public called upon America’s educational institutions to help foster a greater understanding in this country of the Middle East and Muslim world.   Across the country, colleges and universities struggled to respond to a growing demand for instruction in Arabic, Persian and Turkish and for expanded course offerings in the history and contemporary politics of the Middle East, and in the teachings of Islam.  This workshop aims at exploring some of the challenges facing American higher education as it seeks to meet this demand.

These challenges are not insignificant, and emanate from both public policy and private citizens.   On the one hand, new national security regulations have made it more difficult for colleges and universities to enroll students and, in some prominent cases, to hire faculty from the region.  This deprives their American student bodies of greater exposure to their contemporaries from Islamic countries, and of the expertise that qualified scholars from the region could bring to American campuses.  The tightened restrictions on the granting of visas to foreign students can also create financial hardships for those institutions accustomed to generating a sizeable portion of their tuition income from overseas students, potentially forcing a choice between prohibitive tuition increases or cutbacks in instructional programs to make up for the revenue shortfall.

At the same time, pressures from concerned citizen groups have impeded the ability of America’s institutions of higher learning to meet the need for expanded course offerings on the Middle East/Islamic region within the tradition of open discourse and academic freedom.     Some non-governmental organizations, claiming that the academy has been too critical of U.S. Middle East policy, have lobbied for Congressional oversight of college courses pertaining to the Middle East and Islam; citizen groups have also launched independent efforts to monitor such courses and publicly vilify instructors deemed to be promoting “dangerous” views in the classroom.   Similar pressures placed on publishers have made it more difficult for proponents of controversial views to find outlets for their work, potentially jeopardizing their career advancement.

The workshop will have a session devoted to visa issues, another to classroom monitoring, and a third to the publishing environment faced by scholars writing about the region.  A final wrap-up session will consider what steps might be taken by individual scholars and by professional organizations such as the Middle East Studies Association to preserve the spirit of open academic inquiry in the teaching of the Middle East and Islam.

Tentative Workshop Agenda (revised 3/16/07)
*=confirmed speaker

Thursday, May 3 

1:00 - 2:50

Welcome and Introduction:  Marsha Posusney

Session 1:   The U.S. State Dept. and the Legal Status of Scholars 

Moderator:  Marsha Posusney*

Panelists:


Melissa Goodman*, ACLU (co-counsel on Tariq Ramadan case)


Elke Breker*, Brown University, Office of International Scholar and Student Services


Elizabeth Perry*, Consular Officer, U.S. State Dept.


Kate Deboer,* Director of Fulbright Foreign Student and Israeli-Arab scholarship programs for AMIDEAST

2:50-3:10 Coffee Break

3:10-5:00 - Session 2 – Academic Publishing and “The Public”

Moderator:  James Der Derian, Director of Global Security Program, Watson Institute
Panelists:


Stephen Walt*, Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University


Lynne Withey*, University of California Press


Juan Cole*, University of Michigan

5:30-7:15 reception and dinner for participants
7:30-9:30 Session 3 – Campus Surveillance

Moderator:  Mark Tessler*, University of Michigan

Panelists:


Lisa Anderson*, Dean, School of Int’l Public Affairs, Columbia University


Robert O’Neil*, University of Virginia, or another member of the AAUP’s “Committee A”


Elliott Colla*, Assoc. Prof. of Comparative Literature, Brown University

Biographies of Participants

Panel One

* Melissa Goodman is a Staff Attorney in the ACLU's National Security Program.  She works on the ACLU’s national security docket and litigates cases concerning surveillance, excessive government secrecy, torture and detention, and the freedoms of speech and association.  Ms. Goodman is co-counsel in a case brought on behalf of the American Academy of Religion, the American Association of University Professors, and the PEN American Center challenging the government’s exclusion of Professor Tariq Ramadan, an internationally-recognized scholar of Islam.  The government’s revocation of Professor Ramadan’s visa prevented him from taking up a prestigious post at the University of Notre Dame and has prevented him from coming to the United States for speaking engagements. Most recently, Ms. Goodman is also counsel in the ACLU's lawsuits challenging warrantless NSA surveillance, the Patriot Act, and the CIA’s abduction and detention of Khaled El-Masri, a victim of the CIA's practice of "extraordinary rendition."  Ms. Goodman is a graduate of New York University College of Arts and Science, and New York University Law School.

*Elke Breker is Director of the Office of International Scholar and Student Services, Brown University.

 .

* Elizabeth Perry serves in the Washington, DC visa office of the Bureau of Consular Affairs, U.S. Dept. of State.

* Kate Deboer is Director of the Fulbright Foreign Student and Israeli-Arab Scholarship programs for America-Mideast Educational and Training Services, Inc. (AMIDEAST), a private, nonprofit organization that strengthens mutual understanding and cooperation between Americans and the peoples of the Middle East and North Africa. AMIDEAST provides English language and professional skills training, educational advising, and testing services to students in the Middle East and North Africa; and administers educational exchange programs. Founded in 1951, AMIDEAST is headquartered in Washington, DC with a network of field offices in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Morocco, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, West Bank/Gaza, and Yemen.  

*Marsha Posusney is Professor of Political Science at Bryant University and Adjunct Prof. of Int’l Relations (research) at Brown.  She is the author of Labor and the State in Egypt (Columbia University Press, 1997) and co-editor of Authoritarianism in the Middle East:  Regimes and Resistance (Lynne Rienner, 2005) and two other books.  She has served for six years on MESA’s Committee on Academic Freedom in the Middle East and North Africa, and for three years on the APSA’s Committee on Professional Ethics which includes addressing academic freedom issues.

Panel Two

*Juan Cole is Professor of Modern Middle East and South Asian History at the University of Michigan and the past president of the Middle East Studies Association.  He is an internationally-recognized expert on Shiite Islam in Iraq and Iran who is fluent in Arabic, Persian and Urdu. His most recent book is Sacred Space and Holy War (IB Tauris 2002). Cole maintains a blog, Informed Consent, which is critical of Israel’s occupation of the West Bank and Gaza, and of the U.S. presence in Iraq.  Citing his blog, several prominent conservative commentators and journalists launched a public campaign against his potential hiring by Yale University last spring.

*Stephen M. Walt is Robert and Rene Belfer Professor of International Affairs at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard.  He is the author of The Origins of Alliances (1987), Revolution and War (1996); and Taming American Power: The Global Response to U.S. Primacy (2006). His recent articles include “An Unnecessary War?” (Foreign Policy, Winter 2002-2003); “Beyond bin Laden: Reshaping U.S. Foreign Policy” (International Security, Winter 2001-2002); and "The Israel Lobby," London Review of Books, Vol. 28, No. 6 (March 23, 2006;  co-authored with John Mearsheimer).  The latter piece has put him at the center of controversy over public critiques of the U.S. relationship with Israel; Walt and Mearsheimer have claimed that the article could not be published in the U.S. because of the sensitivity of its subject matter.

*Lynne Withey has been Director of the University of California Press since 2002.  Prior to becoming Director, among other roles, she developed the Press's publishing program in Middle Eastern studies.  In 2005, UC Press was the target of intense lobbying over its decision to publish Norman Finkelstein's Beyond Chutzpah: On the Misuse of Antisemitism and the Abuse of History, a book critical of Israel's record on human rights.  Withey, a historian by training, is the author of four books, including Dearest Friend: A Life of Abigail Adams (initially published in 1981, re-issued in 2001) and Grand Tours and Cook's Tours; A History of Leisure Travel (1997).  She taught history at the University of Iowa, Boston University, and the University of California at Berkeley before joining the UC Press.
James Der Derian is director of theWatson Institute's Global Security Program and its Information Technology, War, and Peace project   Der Derian was a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford University, and has been a visiting scholar at the University of Southern California, MIT, Harvard, Oxford, and the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton. His most recent book is Virtuous War: Mapping the Military-Industrial-Media-Entertainment Network (2001). He is also the author of On Diplomacy: A Genealogy of Western Estrangement (1987) and Antidiplomacy: Spies, Terror, Speed, and War (1992); editor of International Theory: Critical Investigations (1995) and and co-editor with Michael Shapiro of International/Intertextual Relations: Postmodern Readings of World Politics (1989).  His articles on war, technology, and the media have appeared in the New York Times, Nation, Washington Quarterly, and Wired. 
Panel Three

*Lisa Anderson is Dean of the School of International Public Affairs at Columbia, and a past president of the Middle East Studies Association.  She is the author of Pursuing Truth, Exercising Power: Social Science and Public Policy in the Twenty-first Century (Columbia 2003); The State and Social Transformation in Tunisia and Libya, 1830–1980 (Princeton 1986); editor of Transitions to Democracy (Columbia 1999); and coeditor of The Origins of Arab Nationalism (Columbia 1991).  At Columbia she served on a committee convened at the behest of the president to investigate charges, made by the David Project, of anti-Semitic behavior by some faculty in the Middle East Studies faculty; she herself was subsequently named one of America’s “100 most dangerous professors” in a recent book by David Horowitz.

*Robert O'Neil is an authority on the First Amendment and past director of the Thomas Jefferson Center for the Protection of Free Expression at the University of Virginia, where he also served as the school’s sixth president from 1985 until 1990.  He currently serves as chair of the American Association of University Professors’ Special Committee on Academic Freedom and National Security in Time of Crisis, and Director of the Ford Foundation’s Difficult Dialogues Initiative.  O'Neil previously served as president of the Virginia Council for Open Government, chairman of the Council for America's First Freedom, and director of the Commonwealth Fund and the James River Corporation. 
*Elliott Colla - Associate Professor of Comparative Literature at Brown and served as Director of the Middle East Studies concentration at Brown in 2005-06.  He is the author of Conflicted Antiquities:  Egyptology, Egytomania, Egyptian Modernity (Duke University press, 2007, forthcoming).  
*Mark Tessler - Professor of Political Science, Director of the International Institute, and Vice Provost for International Affairs at the University of Michigan.  He is currently updating his book, A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, which won national honors and was named a “Notable Book of 1994” by The New York Times. He is also coauthor of Transition to Palestinian Self-Government: Practical Steps toward Israeli-Palestinian Peace, which is based on the report of an American Academy of Arts and Sciences study group composed of American, Israeli, and Palestinian scholars.  He serves on the Middle East Studies Association’s Committee on Public Affairs.

